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“The Cross of Christ Makes Men the Righteousness of God by the Gospel through Faith.” 

For He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

II Corinthians 5:21.

Introduction.


Here clearly the Apostle St. Paul teaches that the Righteousness of God comes alone through the Cross of Christ and in no other way.  After the fall of Adam, God’s righteousness is unreachable for man.  Consequently, God Himself stepped in the breach and fulfilled all of Adam’s and all men’s obligations as a man.


This Blessed Work God accomplished by fulfilling all God’s commandments for all men.  He also removed all stain of sin by Atoning for those sins on the Cross.  In this way, Christ procured the Righteousness of God for men.


This Righteousness Christ bestows upon men through the Gospel.  The Gospel Absolves of all sin.  This Absolution creates in the hearts of men faith, which receives the Absolution and the Righteousness of God, making men, thereby, the Righteousness of God by faith through the Gospel.


The Cross of Christ makes men the Righteousness that is forever pleasing to God by the Gospel through faith, granting men, thereby, life eternal and the resurrection of the body.


I.  The Cross of Christ Makes All Men Righteous Before God.   
A.  Adam’s sin makes all men unrighteous and causes them to perish.


This Wednesday past was the Festival of Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season of Lent, a penitential season, i.e, a season of repentance .  The application of ashes on the Festival of Ash Wednesday reminds us we are mortal because of sin.  Sin ultimately reduces man to the permanent destitution, darkness, and death, because sin reduces men to ashes and dust.
  Sin introduced death to mankind and reduced man to dust and ashes.


While the Festival of Ash Wednesday originated with the Church Calendar, one might correctly say its roots go back to the Garden of Eden.  There, in the Garden of Eden, the reason for the ashes came to be.  Moses writes:

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:  cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it was thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Luther writes of the fall of Adam:

To our reason it appears very ludicrous for one fruit to be so injurious that the entire human race, in an almost infinite series, perished and died an eternal death. But the fruit did not have this power. Adam did indeed put his teeth into the fruit, but actually he put his teeth into a sting. This God had forbidden; this was disobedience to God. This is the true cause of the evil, namely, that Adam sins against God, disregards His order, and obeys Satan. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was a good tree; it produced very fine fruit. But because the prohibition is added and man is disobedient, it becomes more injurious than any poison.
 


In our age which celebrates disobedience and lionizes rebellion, it appears even more absurd in our day than in Luther’s that one act could cause such ruin.  But this one act was catastrophic.  Catastrophes can and do come about from small acts.  For example, an airliner can be brought down by a simple pilot or ground control error or a mechanical failure.  While seemingly small acts, they can have catastrophic consequences.  Adam’s disobedience put him outside God’s support and care, leaving him at the mercy of the devil.  Adam’s disobedience was akin to stepping out the door of an airliner in flight.  It is a small act but the consequences are catastrophic for that man and any who follow.  Adam’s act, therefore, was catastrophic.  His disobedience to God’s Word brought about his ruin and reduced Adam to death, dust, and ashes.  Because we all are the offspring of Adam, all of us likewise are sinners and ultimately suffer death and reduction to ashes.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned ... .

 B.  The Cross of Christ makes all men righteous before God.


The Apostle St. Paul continues:

But not as the offence, so also is the free gift.  For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.


Matters did not draw to a close with the fall of Adam.  Rightfully, that should have been the end of mankind.  But God in His Mercy by His Gift of Grace delivered man from the horrible fall into sin.  That Gift of Grace is Jesus Christ.


The Gift took this form.  God became man and Substituted Himself as a man to fulfill the obligations of fallen man.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.


This Message is the central Message of Scripture.  Christ is our Substitute  or Vicar
 – hence, the expression Vicarious Satisfaction – under the law to fulfill all our obligations under the law.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes:

The expression vicarious satisfaction is an ecclesiastical term....Christ vicariously (in the place of man) rendered to God, who was wroth over the sins of man, a satisfaction which changed His wrath into grace toward men....The term vicarious satisfaction brings out the Scriptural truth that God laid upon Christ, and that Christ willingly accepted, the obligation in man's stead both to keep the Law and to bear the punishment the Law exacts of the transgressors.  Christ fulfilled the Law in the stead of man, for Scripture declares:  “God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law” (Gal. 4:4-5)...And Christ vicariously suffered the punishment which men had incurred by their transgression of the Law, for Scripture declares: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13); “One died for all” (2 Cor. 5:14); “Christ hath once suffered for sin, the Just for the unjust” (I Pet. 3:18)....It means that Christ subjected Himself to the Law and underwent its punishment “in the stead of men” (loco hominum).  It was “for our benefit” only because Christ died “in our stead”....The term vicarious satisfaction reproduces the teaching of Scripture that through Christ's substitutional obedience and death God's wrath against men was set aside.  Roman 5:18: “By the righteousness [v. 19: obedience] of One the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.”...And this reconciliation took place not by a fiat of His power, but through the intervention of Christ as Mediator (“Mediator between God and man”), through the interposition of His obedience and suffering (“by the righteousness of One,” “by the obedience of One,” “by the death of His Son,” “One died for all”).


In the first place, Dr. Pieper notes that Christ in the stead of all men kept the law we and all men should have kept.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of Christ submitting to the law in order to keep and fulfill what we and all men should have done:

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under he law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

In other words, the Ten Commandments require us to love the Lord our God with all of our heart, with all of our soul, with all of our mind, and with all of our strength, and our neighbor as ourselves
, but, because of the fall of Adam, we did not and now cannot.  In order to save us, God became man in order to love God with all His Blessed Heart, and with all His Pure Soul, and with all His Righteous Mind, and with all His Almighty Strength, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.
  Thus the Almighty Himself fulfilled all our obligations for us.  It doesn’t get any better than that.  That truly is the Righteousness of God.


Finally, Christ also fulfilled our obligations under the law to suffer the consequences for our not keeping the commandments.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I delivered unto you first of all t hat which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures ... .


Christ cleaned our slate of all unrighteousness and sin by His Passion.  But He did not leave it at that.  Jesus did not leave us with a blank slate.  After clearing our slate of all sin and iniquity by His Passion, He filled it with good works pleasing to God stretching into eternity.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
 

In this way, Christ makes all men the Righteousness of God.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.



II.  God Makes Men Righteous by the Gospel through Faith.

A.  The Gospel bestows upon men the Righteousness of God in Christ.


Christ makes men the Righteousness of God by the Cross through the Gospel.  Through the Gospel and faith, God bestows upon men the Righteousness of Christ.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of God bestowing upon men the Righteousness of Christ through the Gospel:

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Luther writes of the Benefits of the Cross of Christ bestowed on men through the Gospel:

Note well this passage [I Timothy 2:6
] and others like it. They distinguish between redemption as an actual act and redemption as it is preached. Had Christ been crucified a hundred thousand times and had nothing been said about it, what profit would the act of His being brought to the cross have brought? But when I come to this, I must draw this act into history and publish it for all the world. Also, if anyone had seen this, he would not have thought that the work of redemption was taking place there. The work is fulfilled on the cross, but no one knows of the redemption except the Father and the Son. Therefore to the act also the use of the act must be added, that it may be declared through the Word and that one may hold it by faith and, thus believing, may be saved. Paul’s intent, then, is this: to the work of redemption belongs the Word of preaching, which does nothing else but impress the work of redemption. 


By the Gospel through faith, God makes men the Righteousness of God.

B.  The Righteousness of the God in the Gospel saves and gives life eternal.


Because this Righteousness bestowed upon us through the Gospel is the Righteousness of the Almighty, it forever avails before God yielding, thereby, salvation and life eternal.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
 


The Grace hereof spoken by the Apostle St. Paul is God’s Word and Sacraments.  For, as we’ve see in the case of Holy Baptism, God’s Word and Sacraments create saving faith in the hearts of men.  Hence, the Grace in Ephesians 2:8 is none other than God’s Word and Sacraments, the Gospel.


This Grace creates us in Christ unto good works before God forever.  Hence, this Grace, as the Apostle St. Paul writes, saves.  Because it saves it also gives life eternal and raises us from the dust and ashes of the grave.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

This Righteousness of God in the Gospel raises us from the dust and ashes of death on the Last Day.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:  that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.


Holy Baptism raises us immediately to the newness of life by faith in this life.  Finally, on the Last Day when Christ returns again in glory, Holy Baptism raises our bodies from the dust and ashes of death, glorifies them like Christ’s risen body
, and ushers us into life eternal in glory.  St. Augustine
 writes of this Glorious Power of the Gospel:

As, then, there are two regenerations, of which I have already made mention, – the one according to faith, and which takes place in the present life by means of baptism; the other according to the flesh, and which shall be accomplished in its incorruption and immortality by means of the great and final judgment, – so are there also two resurrections, – the one the first and spiritual resurrection, which has place in this life, and preserves us from coming into the second death; the other the second, which does not occur now, but in the end of the world, and which is of the body, not of the soul, and which by the last judgment shall dismiss some into the second death, others into that life which has no death.

Conclusion.


Man lost the righteousness of God by the fall of Adam into sin.  God makes fallen Adam and all men the Righteousness of God by the Cross of Christ.  On the Cross Christ suffered to bear the guilt of our sins and pay the penalty.  In addition, Christ not only wiped clean our slates of sin and guilt, He also filled up our slates with the Righteousness which forever avails before God.


This Righteousness Christ bestows upon men through the Gospel by faith.  By the Gospel through faith, men gain the Righteousness of the Almighty Himself and, thereby, gain salvation, life eternal, and the resurrection of the body from the dust and ashes of death to life eternal in Christ’s Glorious Kingdom.









Amen.
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